
Project Timeline

• 1914 Shaw Street School is built

• 2001 Toronto District School Board (TDSB) closes Shaw Street 
School

• 2006 The TDSB hires Artscape to conduct feasibility study to 
repurpose the school

• 2006-2007 Artscape consults local residents, businesses and the 
arts community through focus groups and public open houses

• December 2010 Artscape purchases the Shaw Street School 
from the TDSB

• April 2011 The community is invited to explore the old school 
one last time before construction starts

• November 2011 Artscape announces a $2-million lead gift from 
The Michael Young Family Foundation and a new name for the 
building at the Official Ground-Breaking and Naming Ceremony

• November 2011 Construction starts. Much of the work is 
focused on reinforcing the structure and installing mechanical and 
electrical infrastructure. The beautiful Beaux-Arts façade receives 
a facelift and more than 100 new windows are installed

• August 2013 The construction hoarding comes down on the 
exterior of the building and covered bike shelters are installed 
just south of the main entrance

• September-October 2013 Finishing touches continue inside, 
along with fit-out of spaces for artists and organizations

• November 19th, 2013 Artscape Youngplace Public Opening

Connect with Us

Be there when the bell rings!

• artscapeyoungplace.ca is launching soon

• Follow @Artscape on Twitter

• Sign up for our eNews at torontoartscape.org

• Sign-up for Flex Studios coming soon to 
artscapeyoungplace.ca

FAQ

Will there be things to do in the building once it opens?

Yes. After the building is open to the public, a number of artists and 
organizations in the building will be offering classes and workshops, 
as well as running public exhibitions and artistic events. There will 
be lots of programming for children and youth, too. Plus, the Urban 
Living Lounge and Youngplace Coffee Pub will be open daily after 
November 19th, with free WiFi. 

Where can I find information about Artscape Youngplace?

We will be launching a new website at artscapeyoungplace.ca 
in the fall. It will be your main source of information about events, 
opportunities, history and more. We’ll be on Twitter and Facebook 
too. So many ways to stay in the loop! For now, follow @Artscape 
on Twitter for news about our progress with these communications, 
and visit torontoartscape.org/artscape-youngplace.

Will the building be accessible?

Yes, the building will be fully accessible. There is a wheelchair ramp 
at the Shaw Street entrance (where there is also an automatic 
door) and an elevator within the building that reaches every level. 
All the washrooms will be fully accessible and signage will be 
compliant under the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act.

Participate in Our Community Survey

Artscape has engaged a team of community 
researchers to uncover the history of 180 
Shaw Street as a former school and to find out 
what people are interested in doing at Artscape 
Youngplace. Please share your thoughts, stories 
and experiences with us through our survey, 
which will be active online until September 15th: 
surveymonkey.com/s/AYPcommunitysurvey
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Youngplace Coffee Pub & Urban Living Lounge

The Youngplace Coffee Pub and Urban Living 
Lounge will be the social heart of Artscape 
Youngplace. Come anytime to hang out, use the 
WiFi or meet a friend for coffee, or attend the 
art exhibitions and openings, readings, music 
performances, community meetings and special 
events going on. We’re working with a design team 
to make this 3,900-square foot space chic and 
cheerful, with comfortable couches, beautiful light 
fixtures and well-appointed accent pieces.

Opening Soon: Flex Studios

Flex Studios is a new studio-sharing program 
that will launch at Artscape Youngplace. This 
membership-based service offers artists access 
to excellent shared studio space at reasonable 
hourly, daily, weekly and monthly rates. It’s ideal for 
visual artists, designers, writers and performers 
who need part-time or temporary space. Studios 
range in size from 10' x 10' work stations to full 
classrooms for exhibitions, rehearsals, auditions, 
screenings, workshops and more. Sign-up will 
start in mid-September, once our new site at 
artscapeyoungplace.ca is live. Stay tuned!

Community Rental Spaces

Looking for a space to rent for an hour, an afternoon, etc.? 
After the building’s public opening, the Flex Studios (full 
classrooms) can be rented by the community at non-member 
rates. These are ideal for a variety of purposes: business 
meetings, birthday parties, yoga classes, pop-up shops and more.  

Meet Your New Neighbours

A number of individual artists working in a variety of 
artistic disciplines (visual arts, photography, music, multi-arts, 
theatre, dance, etc.) will have their studios in the building, as 
will Artscape’s local on-site team, and these outstanding 
organizations:

• Centre for Indigenous Theatre, developing contemporary 
performance skills from an Indigenous cultural foundation

• College-Montrose Children’s Place, providing early learning 
and family resource programs for children, parents and caregivers

• Inspirit Foundation / Fondation Inspirit, supporting young 
people in building a more inclusive and pluralist Canada

• Intergalactic Arts Collective, a group of interdisciplinary 
performing artists

• Koffler Centre of the Arts, a centre for cutting-edge 
contemporary Canadian art, and the Koffler Gallery

• Paperhouse Studio, Toronto’s first co-op papermaking studio

• SKETCH, arts-based learning for marginalized and street-
involved youth

• Small World Music Society, a hub for global music and 
performance

• TYPOLOGY Projects, a not-for-profit artistic and curatorial 
project space

...plus some surprise additions to be announced!

Save the Date

Artscape Youngplace Public Opening

• Tuesday, November 19th, afternoon and evening

• Drop-in, family-friendly

• A chance to meet the faces and see the spaces of the building

More details available soon on torontoartscape.org

A Message from the Managing Director

The countdown is on! We’re 
nearing the end of a $17-million 
renovation to transform the 
historic Shaw Street School at 
180 Shaw Street into Artscape 
Youngplace. 

This new facility will bring together a dynamic mix of artists, arts 
organizations, community groups and the public. When it opens in 
November, it will be the largest cultural institution in West Queen 
West, offering production, rehearsal and exhibition space for artists 
and organizations, and innovative programming for the community.

Now that the construction hoarding has come down, you will 
soon see the building’s artists and organizations start moving in 
and fitting out their studios. On November 19th, we’ll be ready to 
officially open our doors to the community – please come to our 
official public opening!

In the meantime, please get in touch with me if you have questions 
about the project or would like to get involved in realizing our 
shared vision for this vibrant community cultural hub.

Sincerely,

Natasha Mytnowych / natasha@torontoartscape.on.ca

About Artscape

Artscape is a not-for-profit urban 
development organization that makes space 
for creativity and transforms communities, 
established in 1986. Find us online at 
torontoartscape.org.


